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Common Name: Fire ant 
 
Scientific Name: Solenopsis geminata 
 
Order and Family: Hymenoptera, Formicidae 
 
Size and Appearance:  

 Adult  Egg Larvae/ Nymph Pupae 

Length (mm) 2 -6 mm 1 mm 2- 5 mm  

Appearance Three segments; 

blackish to 

reddish; 10-

segment 

antennae 

Over 1,000 laid 

per day 

Grub-like 

appearance 

 

 
Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): All have chewing mouthparts. 
 
Host plant/s: Feed on seeds of cabbage, corn sorghum, and tomato. 
 
Description of Damage (larvae and adults): Seed loss can be significant. They also girdle plants, and 
consume sap, branches, shoots, buds, flowers and fruits. 
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