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Common Name: Pine false webworm 
 
Scientific Name: Acantholyda  erythrocephala 
 
Order and Family: Hymenoptera, Pamphiliidae 
 
Size and Appearance:  

 

 Adult  Egg Larvae/ Nymph Pupae 

Length (mm)  Up to 12 mm  Up to 12 mm  

Appearance Wasp-like, 
orange/red head 
with metallic blue-
black body 

 Mature larvae are 
orange/red head 
with metallic blue-
black body 

 

 

Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Chewing  
 
Host plant/s: The pine false webworm primarily feeds on Eastern white pine and red pine, but will also 
feed on some other pines and spruces. 
 
Description of Damage (larvae and adults): The adult pine false webworm will defoliate a pine tree over 
many years, which could kill the tree completely. The larvae feed on older foliage but they will also feed 
on new needles when the older leaves are gone. 
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