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Common Name: Red carpenter ant 
 
Scientific Name: Camponotus noveboracensis 
 
Order and Family: Hymenoptera, Formicidae 
 
Size and Appearance:  
 

 Adult  Egg Larvae/ Nymph Pupae 

Length (mm) 3 -12 mm    

Appearance Red-brown 
colored thorax, 
hind wings 
shorter than front 
if present 

 White, legless, 
similar to maggots 

Brown and 
capsule shaped 

 
Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Chewing 
 
Host plant/s: Normally found nesting in tree holes, moist, rotting wood such as stumps and dead trees. 
They feed on honey dew, which is the secretion of some plant feeding insects, sap, pollen, nectar and 
fruits. They will also feed on dead and living insects.  
 
Description of Damage (larvae and adults): Adult ants will burrow into structural wood to establish a 
colony. Initial nesting is primarily in rotting wood but as colonies expand, they may enter the wood of 
sound tree trunks.  
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