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Common Name: Florida woods cockroach 
 
Scientific Name: Eurycotis floridana 
 
Order and Family: Blattodea: Blattidae  
 
Size and Appearance:  
The Florida woods cockroach is larger and less flattened than most other cockroaches. Compared to 
other cockroaches, they are also relatively slow moving. 
 

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg Ootheca 13 – 16 
mm and 6.4 – 
7.5 mm high 
 

The ootheca are initially pale, but over time as the cuticle 
hardens, they turn dark brown to black in color. Each 
ootheca contains about 20 – 24 eggs. 

Larva/Nymph  
 
 

The nymphs are reddish-brown to black in color. Late instar 
nymphs commonly have yellow margins on the thoracic 
segments. 

Adult 30 – 40 mm in 
length and up 
to 24 mm wide 
 

Adults are glossy dark reddish-brown, occasionally with 
some lighter areas toward the sides of the body. They have 
vestigial wings and are not capable of flight. 

Pupa (if applicable)  
 

N/A 

 
Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.):  
The nymphal stages and adults have chewing mouthparts. 
 
 



Host/s:  
Florida woods cockroaches are often found in wooded areas. They shelter under bark of dead trees, in 
stumps, tree holes and wood piles. They are also often referred to as “palmetto bugs” because they 
commonly hide under palmetto leaves. They feed primarily on decomposing plant material.  
 
Description of Damage:  
Populations of Florida woods cockroaches can build up in areas of dense plantings and leaf litter around 
homes. They can enter structures, or be brought in on firewood. Once indoors, they are a nuisance pest; 
however, they generally do not establish themselves indoors long-term. Florida woods cockroaches can 
emit an oily, offensive smelling fluid when disturbed, and are thus sometimes referred to as a “stink 
roach.” 
 
 
References: 

Bibbs, C. S., & Baldwin, R. W. (2011, December). Florida woods cockroach. Florida woods cockroach - 
Eurycotis floridana (Walker). 
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/urban/roaches/florida_woods_cockroach.htm.  

Gold, R. E., & Jones, S. C. (Eds.). (2000). Handbook of household and structural insect pests. 
Entomological Society of America.  

Mallis, A. (2011). Handbook of pest control (10th ed.). Mallis Handbook LLC.  

Smith, E. H., & Whitman, R. C. (1996). NPMA field guide to structural pests. NPMA.  

Triplehorn, C. A., & Johnson, N. F. (2005). Borror and DeLong's introduction to the study of insects (7th 
ed.). Brooks/Cole.  

 


