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Common Name: Elm Sawfly 

 

Scientific Name: Cimbex Americana 

 

Order and Family: Hymenoptera: Cimbicidae  

 

Size and Appearance:  
 

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg  
1-3mm 
 

-Translucent green but turn white 

as they age 

 

Larva/Nymph 50mm 
 
 

-Light green or yellow in color 

-Black and white mid-dorsal stripe  

-Curl their posterior around a leaf 

or twig while eating 

-Curled in a tight coil while 

sleeping 
Adult 18-20mm 

 
 

-Head, eyes, and thorax are black 

-Antennae are orange 

-Females: black abdomen with 

white or pale yellow lateral stripes 

-Males: All black or reddish 

brown abdomen 

 

Pupa (if applicable 32mm x 13mm 
 
 

-Tough and papery 

-Light gold to dark brown in color 

-Found in plant litter or just below 

the surface of the soil 

 

Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Chewing 

 



Host plant/s: The elm sawfly can be found on or near elm or willow trees; however, they may 

also be found on maple, birch, poplar, and basswood trees.  

 

Description of Damage (larvae and adults): The larvae feed on plant foliage while the adults 

bind bark on twigs and can defoliate shade and ornamental elms and willows.  
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