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Common Name: Sunflower Stem Weevil  

 

Scientific Name: Cylindrocopturus adspersus 

 

Order and Family: Coleoptera: Curculionidae  

 

Size and Appearance:  
 
 Adult Egg Larva/Nymph Pupae (if 

applicable) 

Length 

(mm) 

4-5mm .3mm x .5mm 5-6mm 4-5mm 

Appearance  -Grayish brown in 

color 

-Have white spots 

on their backs 

-Eyes, snout, and 

antennae are black 

-Carry curved snout 

under head 

-Yellow in 

color 

-Oval in shape 

 

 -Grub like 

-Cream colored 

bodies with a brown 

head 

-Found in C-shaped 

position within or near 

sunflower stalk near 

the base 

-Yellow in color 

-Can be found in 

the soil around 

the base of 

sunflowers 

 

Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Chewing 

 

Host plant/s: Sunflowers 

 

Description of Damage (larvae and adults): The female weevil will chew small niches into the 

lower part of the stalk and lay her eggs. Eggs will then overwinter here.   

 

The sunflower stem weevil’s larvae will chew a tunnel in the stalk on their way to the ground 

where they will pupate. The feeding and excavation of the stalk by larvae and adults is what 

causes the weakening and breaking of the sunflower stalk.  
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