Pest Profile
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Common Name: Horn Oak Gall
Scientific Name: Callirhytis cornigera

Order and Family: Hymenoptera: Cynipoidae

Appearance:
Length (mm) Appearance

Egg Deposited in young twigs or leaves.

Larva/Nymph Young galls are smooth and greenish-brown, exhibiting
spines or thorns with age.

Adult 20 cm Reddish-brown wasp with abdomen wider than it is long
and a long ovipositor and yellowish wings.

Pupa (if applicable)

Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Chewing (larvae within the galls)
Host plant/s: Oaks

Description of Damage (larvae and adults): Infestations present as galls (knotted, oval or spherical
enlargements) with horn-like projections. The larvae within the galls consume surrounding tissues and
can disrupt the flow of nutrients within the plant. Horned oak galls have been known to become
epidemic at times, killing thousands of oak trees. The galls create serious die back in the branch it is in.
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