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Common Name: Southern fire Ant 
 
Scientific Name: Solenopsis xyloni 
 
Order and Family: Hymenoptera:  Formicidae 
 
Size and Appearance: Worker  

 Length (mm)  Appearance 

Egg  White, very small and difficult to see, found 
generally only in underground nests unless the nest 
is disturbed. 

Larva/Nymph  White, grub-like, found within the nest. 

Adult Workers:  3mm – 
6.5mm 

Amber, orange-red, or dark brown head and 
thorax, large eyes, abdomen is black with yellow-
gold hairs.   

Pupa (if applicable)  White with black eye spots, darkening with age, 
resemble adults, found within the nest. 

 
Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Chewing 
 
Host plant/s: Citrus species, seeds, almonds, tree bark, honeydew. 
 
Description of Damage (larvae and adults): Feed on flowers and destroy younger fruit. Can kill younger 
trees or harm older trees by eating too much bark/sap. 
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