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Common Name:  Elm Leafminer 
 
Scientific Name: Kalioenusa ulmi, Fenusa ulmi 
 
Order and Family: Hymenoptera:  Tenthredinidae 
  
Size and Appearance:  

 Length (mm)  Appearance 

Egg   

Larva/Nymph ~4mm Legless, feeds between the epidermal tissue 
layers. 

Adult ~4mm Black fly-like wasp, deposits eggs into leaves of 
elm trees.   

Pupa (if applicable)   

 
Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Mining (internal boring) within the leaf epidermal tissue. 
 
Host plant/s: The elm leafminer feeds primarily on English elm, American elm and elm hybrids.  
 
Description of Damage (larvae and adults): Elm leafminer eggs are deposited inside the epidermal layer 
of the leaves in late spring. The larvae mine through the leaves in a serpentine pattern and eventually 
drop to the ground and pupate. The adults do not cause any feeding damage.  
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