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Common Name: Red palm weevil 
 
Scientific Name: Rhyncophorus ferrugineus 
 
Order and Family: Coleoptera: Curculionidae 
 
Size and Appearance:  
 

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg 1.0-2.5 mm 
 

White, cylindrical, laid on tree near trunk 

Larva/Nymph 1mm-7cm 
 

Grub with yellowish body, brown head capsule 

Adult 2-5 cm 
 
 

Reddish brown large weevil with variable dark 
markings. Can appear black. 

Pupa (if applicable) 2-5 cm 
 

Pupates on tree in ‘cocoon’ of palm fibers 

 
Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.):   Larva:  Chewing (wood burrower) Adult:  Chewing 
 
Host/s: Major economic pest of coconut palm, date palm, sago palm, and oil palm. Feeds on 18 species 
of palm and 1 species of cycad (sago palm).  (Abraham et al 1998) (CDFA 2015). 
 
Description of Agricultural Importance (larvae and adults): Highly invasive species across tropical and 
subtropical areas.  Larvae are pests on several palm species of economic importance.  Larvae tunnel 
through trees and feed on crowns and emerging fronds. By the time damage is noted most trees are 
dying. (Abraham et al 1998) (CDFA 2015). In Kuwait R. ferrugineus is a pest on date palm.  
 
In Southeast Asia grubs are a food source and considered a delicacy. (Hopkins 2004) 
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