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Photo credit: “Brown Widow Spider” By Kagemni (Own work) [CC BY-SA 4.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0)], via Wikimedia Commons  

 
Common Name: Brown Widow Spider 
 
Scientific Name: Latrodectus geometricus (Fabricius)  
 
Order and Family: Araneae: Theridiidae 
 
Size and Appearance: Latrodectus geometricus spiders are fairly widespread in regions featuring a 
tropical climate. In the United States, most of the Southeast is home to the Brown Widow Spider. They 
differ from their well-known family member, the Black Widow, in having grayish-brown coloration, often 
with white markings on the abdomen. Like the Black Widow, females of the species exhibit an 
“hourglass” shaped marking on the underside of their abdomens, often yellowish-orange. Females are 
about 2 mm long and males are about 0.5-1 mm in length. Males are about the same shade as the 
female, but lack the signature “hourglass.”  
   

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg 1.0-3.0 mm in diameter (sac) 
 

Females can produce up to 20 egg 
sacs in a given lifespan, each 
containing 250 eggs.   

Larva/Nymph 1-3 mm 
 

Spiderlings resemble the adults and 
molt 5-7 times. 

Adult 2-3 mm , female 
0.5-1 mm, male 

Brown coloration with white markings 
on upper abdomen, “hourglass” shape 
present under abdomen on females, 
large abdomen. Males smaller and of 
similar color, smaller abdomen.  

Pupa (if applicable)  
 
 

 

 
Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Chewing 



 
Host/s or Prey: Araneiadae spp. feeds on small invertebrates.  
 
Description of Damage (larvae and adults): Mainly a nuisance pest as it spins webs in undisturbed areas 
of yards, homes, sheds, and other structures. Though females are venomous, they are not as aggressive 
or likely to bite as other family representatives.  
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