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Congratulations  
 
 

Maria Melina Florez-Cuadros was awarded her Ph.D. degree on May 5, 2017. Melina 

worked under the supervision of Drs. Gary Brewer and Dave Taylor. Her dissertation title was 

ñEffects of Temperature and Diet in Stable Fly (Diptera: Muscidae) Developmentò. Melina has 

already started a postdoctoral fellowship from the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences at 

North Carolina State University in Raleigh, NC. She will be responsible for developing a ómale

-onlyô transgenic strain of Lucila cuprina and transferring the technology developed to the la-

boratory in Panama operated by their collaborators at the USDA-ARS for the Eradication of 

Screwworm Program. 
 

Leslie Catherine Rault received her Ph.D. degree this May also. Leslie worked under 

the supervision of Dr. Gary Brewer, along with previous advisors, Drs. Nick Miller and Blair 

Siegfried. Her dissertation title was ñCharacterization of Resistance to the Cry3bb1 

Toxin from Bacillus thuringiensis in Western Corn Rootworm, Diabrotica virgifera virgifera 

(LeConte) (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae)ò. Leslie plans to stay on in the Entomology Depart-

ment as a part-time postdoc working with Dr. Troy Anderson on Varroa mites miticide re-

sistance and a part-time lab technician working with Dr. Georgina Zivanovic on stored grain 

pest insects. 
 

Matheus Geraldo Pires de Mello Ribeiro was awarded his Ph.D. degree on May 5, 2017. 

Matheus worked under the supervision of Dr. Tom Hunt. His dissertation defense was enti-

tled, ñBaseline Susceptibility, Resistance Detection and Selection for Resistance in Aphis gly-

cines (Hemiptera:Aphididae) to the Neonicotinoid Insecticide, Thiamethoxamò. Matheus will 

have a post doctoral associate position for a year with the Department working with Tom on 

the effects of soybean seed treatments for soybean, aphid resistance to neonicotinoids and 

other insecticides, and Lepidoptera behavior with respect to resistance management. 
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  Insect  Pillowcases! 

 

ñI had an amaz-

ing time as a 

graduate stu-

dent here at 

UNL, and I am 

extremely excit-

ed to conquer 

the new chal-

lenges I will find 

as a postdoc-

toral associate.ò 

- Matheus Ribeiro.                 

Ph.D. 

 



Congratulations conôt. 

The following graduates were in the online masters entomology degree program: 
 

Melissa Brown, from Newberry, FL, is currently the Veterinary Diagnostic Histology Laboratory Manager for 

the University of Florida, College of Veterinary Medicine. Along with managing the personnel and budget of the lab, 

she is the head of their Immunohistochemistry section. Her future plans include possibly pursing a MBA degree. 

Her masters degree project was entitled, ñThe Red Imported Fire Ant: The Visitor Who Wouldnôt Leave. A Brief 

Overview of the Control of Solenopsis invicta in the United Statesò. Melissa and husband, Blast, drove 19 hours 

from Florida to attend the department reception and the graduation ceremony.  

Joey Caputo will continue serving as the Survey Entomologist for the Utah Department of Agriculture and 

Food and as the chief apiary inspector and coordinator of the stateôs invasive species program. Joey also will be 

teaching an entomology course for Utah State University. His masters degree project was ñA Guidebook on Honey 

Bee Healthò which is a summary of information regarding honey bee immunity, diseases, pests, and effects of pesti-

cides. Joey said he appreciated UNLôs online graduate program. It allowed him to work while he attended school. 

The program has opened opportunities that he doesn't think he would have had otherwise. He also wanted to thank 

the instructors, fellow students and support staff.  

Katy Hillard has been at Monsanto in St. Louis, MO,10 years this month, and she will continue her career 

there in a new role as an IT Product Manager for the Global Plant Breeding organization. Her masters degree pro-

ject was entitled, ñRag1 soybean photosynthetic response to Biotype 2 aphid colonization and feedingò. 

Ron Hirzel is currently deployed at Camp Arifjan, Kuwait in the US Army Reserve as a medic and preventa-

tive medicine non-commissioned officer, after enlisting right out of high school in 1980. He is looking forward to life 

as an entomologist when he does finally leave the military. Ronôs masters degree project was ñAn Entomological 

Survey of Camp Arifjan, Kuwait: Comparing Species Richness Between Different Areas and Degrees of Human 

Useò. 

Timothy Lampasona works with growers, entomologists, plant pathologists, and extension agents at Cor-

nell Universityôs Hudson Valley Laboratory in Highland, NY, as a research technician under Peter Jentsch, a 2005 

graduate of UNLôs online masters degree program. His masters degree project was entitled, ñUse of baited attract 

and kill stations in IPM alternative to control invasive Drosophila suzukii Matsurmura (Spotted Wing Drosophila)ò. 

Amanda Newton is an instructor of biology and horticulture at a small university located in VA, just outside 

of DC. Prior to this she has worked as an entomologist at botanical gardens, in museum collections, and as an ex-

tension educator. In her ñspareò time, she maintains over 60 beehives throughout the state for local farmers as well 

as herself. Amanda hopes to pursue additional education in entomology either through a thesis-based or doctoral 

program. She plans to stay in education but also has interest in medical entomologist roles in the US Army, as the 

research and services they provide influence and help so many individuals. Her masters degree project was 

ñBanshee Reeks Nature Preserve Pollinating Fly Inventoryò. 
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Congratulations conôt. 
 

Juan Rodriguez will continue to work for Saudi Aramco Oil Co. as an entomologist. His primary focus is urban pest 
management. He does some horticultural, lawn, and turf pest management also. Juan attributes his recent promotion to re-
ceiving his masters degree, which was not only a professional goal, but also a personal goal. His masters degree project was 
ñNew Hire Curriculum for International Urban Pest Management Professionalsò.  
 

Buddy Roper lives in Memphis, TN, and is a Parasitology Supervisor at IDEXX Laboratories. Buddy says his degree 
has helped him tremendously in the identification of ectoparasites that are sent to the laboratory and has also given him a 
better understanding of diseases that are transmitted to animals via insect vectors. Buddy hopes to continue his education in 
biological sciences in the future. His masters degree project was entitled, ñEntomophagy: Insect and other Arthropod Grub!ò 
which includes a compilation of recipes that utilize insects and other arthropods as an ingredient. 
 

Nadia Ruffin works as a Communicable Disease Investigator at the Hamilton County Public Health Department in 
Cincinnati, OH, and on her personal time she teaches people in the community about pollinator health and mosquito control. 
Nadiaôs future plans are to work at her urban farming business and nonprofit so she can do entomological research on urban 
farms and teach about the importance of insects and the roles they play in our lives. Her masters degree project was entitled, 
ñMosquito Proofò. The project was created to educate the citizens in Cincinnati about mosquitoes.  
 

Alicia Thuis has worked at the Ecolab R&D Center in the Pest Elimination Division (Eagan, MN) for about five years. 
Her main responsibility is to provide technical support to Ecolabôs Pest operations/sales teams, in particular by providing in-
sect identifications. Insect identifications are critical for determining the correct treatment strategies, but are also used as 
documentation for legal/audit purposes, and in civil forensic investigations (e.g. how did it get in the food?). Alicia then pro-
vides treatment recommendations and troubleshoots for unique pest situations. Her masters degree project was 
ñExamination of Civil Forensic Entomology Through Case Studiesñ. 
 

Zell Zanarkand is a Professional Military Education (PME) instructor for the U.S. Air Force and is currently stationed 
at the Holloman Airman Leadership School in New Mexico. Zell hopes to use his degree to become a military entomologist. 
His masters degree project was entitled, ñA Survey of Mosquitoes at Holloman AFB and Educational Surveillanceò.  

 

Ellis Johnson and Emily Kirkvold received their B.S. degrees in insect science and Kendra Nelson received B.S. de-
grees in insect science and environmental studies. Ellisô capstone title was ñArabidopsis-Cabbage Aphid Interaction: Role of 
Myzus Persicae-Induced Lipase 1 (MPL1) Geneò. Emilyôs capstone title was ñEsters as olfactory attractants for Stomoxys 
calcitrans larvaeò.  Kendraôs title for the capstone course in the School of Natural Resources was ñThe effects of plant diversi-
ty on pollinator abundanceò.  
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Retirement Reception for  Dr. Shripat Kamble 

Wednesday, June 14, 2017, 3:30ð5:00 p.m., Nebraska East Union 
 

A book of letters will be presented to Shripat. Please email your letter to Marilyn Weidner at 

mweidner1@unl.edu or mail the unfolded letter to Marilyn at 103 Entomology Hall, University 

of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68583-0816 
 

A gift in Dr. Kambleôs name will be given to ESA. Donations can be given/sent to Marilyn also 

at the above address. Please make checks payable to the ESA. 


