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Common Name: Texas leaf cutter ant (leaf cutter ant) 
 
Scientific Name: Atta texana 
 
Order and Family: Order Hymenoptera; Family Formicidae 
 
Size and Appearance:  
 

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg  
 
 

 

Larva/Nymph  
 
 

 

Adult Workers range 
from 1.5 – 12 mm 
 
Queens are 17 -18 
mm 
 
Males are 13 – 14 
mm 

Workers are highly polymorphic .The larger ants are 
sometimes called soldiers or majors (10 – 12 mm) and 
the smallest workers are referred to as minims. Workers 
are a dark brown with 11-segmented antennae, a two-
part waist, three pairs of dorsal spines, an additional pair 
of spines on the back of the head, and a stinger. 
 
Queens resemble workers but are much larger with a 
noticeably larger thorax and wings. Colonies have 
multiple queens (polygynous). 

Pupa (if applicable)   

 



Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Chewing 
 
Host(s): The Texas leaf cutter ants harvest leaves and flowers upon which they grow a fungus that they 
eat. The leaves may come from crops, grasses, trees, and shrubs. 
 
Description of Damage (larvae and adults): 
The Texas leaf cutter ant is a significant pest of plants in natural, horticultural, and agricultural areas. 
These ants collect leaves from pine trees, fruit trees, vegetables, ornamental shrubs, roses, and many 
other plants, as well as seeds. These ants cut portions out of the leaves or needles and may completely 
denude plants, including trees. They also do serious damage destroying pine seedlings, so they are a 
significant pest on pine plantations. 
 
These leaf cutter ants sometimes enters buildings where they forage on cereals and other household 
foods. 
 
The Texas leaf cutter ant is found in Texas and Louisiana in the USA. 
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