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Common Name: Hedgehog Gall Wasp 

 

Scientific Name: Acraspis erinacei 

 

Order and Family: Hymenoptera: Cynipidae 

 

Size and Appearance:  
 
 Adult Egg Larva/Nymph Gall 

Length (mm) 2-8mm   < 13mm 

Appearance  -Black with 

yellowish brown 

legs and antennae 

-2 segmented 

abdomen  

-Humpbacked 

-No stinger 

-1st segment of 

hind tarsi is same 

length as the 

following 2 or 3 

segments 

combined 

-First eggs are 

laid by females 

that just emerged 

 

 -Found inside gall -Soft, velvety 

yellow ellipsoid 

-Covered with 

red hairs 

-Will contain 3-5 

larval cells 

 

Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Sucking 

 

Host plant/s: White Oak Trees 

 



Description of Damage (larvae and adults): Hedgehog gall wasps are dependent upon their 

host tree for survival so cause, at most, minor damage.  

 

The hedgehog gall wasp has two different types of life cycles. One is the sexual generation, that 

will form galls on the leaf buds after mating, and the other is the asexual generation that includes 

only female wasps. These wasps form the “hedgehog” galls on the tree leaves. 

 

When the larvae reach adulthood they will emerge from the gall as all female wasps. The 

females will then lay eggs on leaf buds of the host tree, creating a thin-walled blister on the inner 

face of the bud which will appear in the spring as the bud starts to open.  

 

The newly hatched larvae will then develop into other galls and emerge weeks later as both male 

and female wasps. This generation will then mate and begin the cycle over again.  
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