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Common Name: Ugly nest caterpillar or Uglynest caterpillar 
 
Scientific Name: Archips cerasivorana  
 
Order and Family: Lepidoptera; Tortricidae  
 
Size and Appearance: 
 

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg  

 

 Deposited in masses on stems near the 
ground of host trees. 

Larva/Nymph  

< 23 mm 

 Greenish-yellow in color  

 Have a shiny dark brown to black head 

 Have a thoracic shield 

 Lacks anal fork 
 

Adult  

Wingspan: 18-25 mm 

 Dull orange in color 

 Forewings are speckled and spotted with dark, 
reddish-brown markings 

 Hindwings are yellow with some orange 
shading 
 

Pupa (if applicable)  

 

 Pupation occurs within the nest 

 
Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): The larvae have chewing mouthparts while adults have 
siphoning mouthparts. 
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Host plant/s: Choke cherry, hawthorn, rose, wild black cherry, and other hardwoods 
 
 
Description of Damage (larvae and adults): The larval stage is the only stage that causes damage. The 
ugly nest caterpillar is a type of webworm that builds a nest with other ugly nest caterpillars by tying 
leaves and branches together with its webbing. Larvae feed as a group and will enlarge the nest if 
necessary. The nest contains feces and bits of leaves. There is no permanent damage done. However, 
the nests reduce the aesthetic value of the tree.  
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