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Common Name: Large Sod Webworm or Greater Sod Webworm 
 
Scientific Name: Pediasia trisecta 
 
Order and Family: Lepidoptera; Crambidae 
 
Size and Appearance: 
 

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg  - Tiny, oval-shaped 
- Have longitudinal ribbing on surface 
 

Larva/Nymph  
 
 

16-25 mm 
 

- Beige, gray, light brown or greenish in color 
- Generally have spots on their abdomen 
- Have paired dorsal and lateral spots on each 
abdominal segment 
- The head is yellowish-brown, brown, or black in color 
 

Adult  
 
 

Wingspan: 23-33 mm 
 

- Forewings are brown to pale yellowish-orange and 
light gray on the lower half  
-Hindwing is broader than forewing and grayish-white 
in color with whitish fringe 
- Wings are covered in checkered pattern scales 
- Wings are rolled around body when at rest 
- Have a “snout” 
 

Pupa (if applicable)  
 

10-13 mm 

- Pupation occurs underground  
- Torpedo-shaped cocoon is made of silk mixed with 
bits of plants and soil 
- Tan to dark brown in color 
 

 
Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Larvae have chewing mouthparts. 
 
Host plant/s: Bluegrass, bentgrass, ryegrass, and fescues. 
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Description of Damage (larvae and adults): All damage is done by larval feeding. Young larvae will be 
located within leaf folds at the base of the plant where they will feed on the leaf surface. As they mature 
they will move to the base of the plant where they will form a silken tube that they will retreat into 
during the hot summer days.  
 
Larval feeding can occur on the upper root system, stems, and blades of grass. In large populated areas, 
the turfgrass will appear thin and ragged. Most turfgrass damage will occur during the hot summer 
months when turf growth slows and larval feeding is occurring primarily at night. If there is substantial 
damage to the turfgrass, death can occur.  
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