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Common Name: 13-year cicada, 17-year cicada 
 
Scientific Name: Magicicada septendecim 
 
Order and Family: Hemiptera; Cicadidae 
 
Size and Appearance:  
 

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg  
 
 

 Tiny, rice-shaped  

 White-transparent in color 

 Laid in grooves of twigs 
 

Larva/Nymph  

 
 Light brown with some transparency to shiny 

golden brown in color  

 Reside in the ground (up to 2.5 meters below) for 
13 years 

 Recognizable brown, larval cases are left behind 
by adults on woody structures 
 

Adult  
 
 
 

20-30 mm 
 
 

 Transparent wings with noticeable orange veins 
and legs 

 Distinct black letter “W” on outer end of front 
wings 

 Short antennae, red eyes, and black abdomen 

 Comes in many patterns or colors 

 Males sing and females click their wings and the 
songs are specific to species 
 

Pupa (if 
applicable) 
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Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Both nymphs and adults have piercing-sucking mouthparts. 
 
Host plant/s: Underground while a nymph, then trees, plants, fences, houses, etc. while an adult 
 
Description of Damage (larvae and adults): Cicadas are not a large concern as far as plant damage. 
However, adult female cicadas lay their eggs in grooves within twigs, which could create some stunting 
of growth. As soon as the egg hatches, the nymphs will feed on tree fluids within grooves. This feeding 
may cause branches to die and leaves to turn brown. Once nymphs drop from the tree they thrive 
underground for 13 to 17 years, feeding on available plant sap from roots. These nymphs will cause 
noticeable shotgun holes or tunnels in the ground as they travel to other vegetation to feed.  
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