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Common Name: Ground Beetle 
 
Scientific Name: Pterostichus spp. (3rd largest beetle family) 
 
Order and Family: Coleoptera: Carabidae 
 
Size and Appearance: Typically larger in size, ground beetles have shiny hardened outside elytra (hard 
outer wings), long legs, an elongate thorax, and a narrow head behind their compound eyes. They are 
typically black or brown (with the exception of a few). They are extremely fast.  
 
 

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg  
 
 

Small, ivory and bean shaped, 
laid 1 at a time 

Larva/Nymph  
2-25mm 
 

Campodeiform, or long and 
flattened, in shape, typically 
black, and long  

Adult  
2-25 mm with most being 
between 5- 16 mm 
 

Larger in size, ground beetles 
have shiny hardened outside 
elytra, long legs, an elongate 
thorax, and a narrow head 
behind their compound eyes; 
Typically black or brown and 
shiny in appearance 



Pupa (if applicable) 2-25mm 
 
 

Coarctate pupae where the last 
exoskeleton molt remains 
hardened over the body while 
it undergoes metamorphosis. 
The beetle looks like a mummy 
underneath.   

 
 
 
Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Chewing on both larvae and adult.  
 
Host/s: As larva they can be found in soil or sand, as adult ground-dwellers, can be found under rocks 
and logs; both larvae and adult are predators, feeding on detrimental pests like the gypsy moth, 
cutworms, and cankerworms.  
 
Description of Benefits (predator, parasitoid, pollinator, etc.): Predator- Both larva and adult capture 
and eat on almost any soil insect they come across.  
 
 
References: 
 
Borror, D. J., & White, R. E. (1970). A field Guide to Insects of North America (The Peterson Field Guide 
Series). New York, NY: Houghton Mifflin Company.  
 
Cranshaw, W., & Kondratieff, B. C. (2006). Guide to Colorado Insects. Englewood, CO: Westcliffe. 

Milne, L. J., & Milne, M. J. (1980). The Audubon Society field guide to North American insects and spiders. 

New York: Knopf.  

Triplehorn, C. A., Johnson, N. F., & Borror, D. J. (2005). Borror and DeLong's introduction to the study of 
insects (7th ed.). Belmont, CA: Thompson Brooks/Cole.  
 
Williams, M. (2008, September/October). Systematic Entomology Lecture. Lecture presented at Auburn 
University, Auburn, AL.  
 


