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Common Name:  Black cutworm 
 
Scientific Name:  Agrotis ipsilon 
 
Order and Family:  Lepidoptera; Noctuidae 
 
Size and Appearance:  

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg   

Larva Larvae are about 3mm long after 
hatching and can grow to around 
38 mm long. 

- Dark brown to black in color 
- Various sizes of granules along their body 
which gives them a "greasy" textured look 

Adult Wingspan 38 mm to 50 mm - Distinct black dagger markings on the 
outer edge of the forewings while the rest 
of the forewing is a dark brown 
- Hind wings are a lighter grey/brown 
- Bodies are hairy 
- Antenna are only about half as long as 
their forewings 

Pupa   

 
Type of feeder: Chewing mouthparts in the larval stage 
 
Host plants: Corn, soybeans, sorghum, vegetable crops, sunflowers, potatoes, alfalfa, clover, cotton, 
rice, various common weeds such as bluegrass, curled dock, lamb’s quarters, redroot pigweed 
 
Description of Damage:  Damage to plants is caused during this insect’s larval stage.  Most feeding in 
the larval stage occurs at soil level.  Larvae will feed on young shoots of corn and other host plants. 
Young plant can be completely destroyed by chewing off a shoot, which appears to be cut-off.  When 
larvae feed below ground, seedlings suffer severe damage. More mature plants may only suffer chewing 
damage to mature leaves and will survive.  In corn, leaves that were chewed at an early age will still 
show damage as they mature with a typical pattern of several identical chewed holes running 
horizontally along the leaf blade.   
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