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Common Name: Yellowstriped Armyworm 
 
Scientific Name: Spodoptera ornithogalli 
 
Order and Family: Lepidoptera, Noctuidae  
 
Size and Appearance:  
 

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg Diameter 
0.46-0.52 

Height 
0.38-0.40 

Eggs are greenish to pinkish brown, contain 45 to 58 small ridges, 
and are shaped like slightly flattened spheres.  Eggs are laid in 
clusters of 200 to 500 on the underside of leaves. 

Larva 2-35 mm 
 

 

The caterpillar can vary in color from a pale gray to a jet black, but 
all larvae will have the two yellow stripes down the back.  Gray 
larvae have two narrow dark triangles on the back of each 
segment, but these characteristics cannot be distinguished from 
the darker forms.  The dark head capsule has an inverted white “Y” 
with a netlike pattern.  Immature caterpillars have a distinct spot 
above the breathing pore (spiracle) on the first abdominal 
segment. 

Adult Wingspan 
34-41 mm 

 
 

The forewings of the moth are brownish gray with a complex 
pattern of light and dark markings.  There are irregular whitish 
bands that normally occur diagonally around the center of the 
forewings.  Additionally, there is white coloration near the wing 
edge.  Hindwings are opalescent white with a narrow brown edge.  

Pupa (if 
applicable) 

18 mm 
 
 

Once mature, the larvae pupate in the soil within a cell which 
contains a thin lining of silk.  The pupa is reddish brown in color. 

 
Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Larvae have chewing mouthparts. 
 
Host/s: The larvae are general feeders and attack a variety of crops.  These include vegetable crops such 
as  greens, tomatoes, peppers, beans, cucurbits, carrot, onion, watermelon, blackberry, sweet potato, 



turnip, rhubarb, rutabaga and cole crops.  They also feed on field crops such as tobacco, cotton, 
soybeans, corn, clover and alfalfa. 
 
Description of Damage (larvae and adults): The caterpillars damage plants primarily by consumption of 
foliage.  The younger, gregarious larvae can skeletonize foliage.  As the caterpillars grow, they disperse 
and leave irregular patches of foliage or consume entire leaves.  The larvae can also feed on the fruits of 
tomatoes, pepper, and cotton.  In some cases, yellowstriped armyworm can seriously injure young 
plants in the early season.  Feeding on soybeans can be intermediate in value in comparison to other 
lepidopterous defoliators. 
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