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The movie chosen for this project is Starship Troopers, directed by Paul Verhoeven, produced by 
Touchstone Pictures and Jon Davison Pictures, and distributed by TriStar Pictures on November 7, 1997. 
 

"Who Wants to be an Entomologist? - Starship Troopers Edition" is a modified version of the popular 

game show "Who Wants to be a Millionaire?" and is played using a pre-made PowerPoint template. Due 

to the movie’s R rating, this game is designed to be played by high school students in upperclassmen 

grade levels or college/university students.   

 

The class will be divided into three groups with each group playing a different version of the game. 

Groups will be designated as "audience" and will elect three people, designated as "contestants", to 

participate in answering the questions.  At any point in between questions, the contestant can tag in 

another person from the audience. In order to win the game, three contestants must participate. This 

does not apply if the group loses the game or opts to walk prior to using all three contestants. There are 

three lifelines available and each one can be used only once during the course of the game. "Phone a 

Friend" allows the player 30 seconds to research the answer using a smart phone provided to them, 

"50/50" will remove two of the choices from the board, and "Ask the Audience" will give the audience 

30 seconds to converse and then suggest the answer to the contestant. Alternatively, an option to click 

on the button in the PowerPoint will provide a simulated answer from the computer.  

 
Students will watch the film prior to the start of the activity. Questions will either deal directly with the 
movie, or relate it back to an entomological concept. The focus of this activity is to get students thinking 
about how Starship Troopers portrays entomology and can be used as a springboard for discussion on 
the subject of entomology.  


