
Entomology: the scientific 
study of insects

Insect
• 6 legs
• 3 body regions
• Exoskeleton



1 million species of insects described

Estimate 2.6 – 7.8 million
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The Good

● Pollinators

● Pest predators

● Decomposers

● Herbivores of weeds

● Crop pests

● Urban pests

● Vectors of disease

● Human and animal pests

The Bad



What do entomologists do???
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Entomology continues to serve as 
the basis for advancements in:
• Biological and chemical pest control 
• Food and fiber production, product storage
• Pharmaceuticals, epidemiology 
• Biological diversity, conservation, ecology
• and a variety of other fields of science



-scientific breakthroughs
-technological advancements
-science literacy education



• Agricultural, biological or genetic research
• Forensic entomology
• Public health, medical entomology
• Consulting (agricultural, environmental, urban, food processing)
• State and federal government agencies (EPA, USDA, USGS, Dept of Defense, Dept of 

Energy) 
• State departments of agriculture and ecology
• Conservation and environmental biology
• Pharmaceutical industry
• Seed, fertilizer, and chemical research companies
• Natural resources management
• Veterinary, medical, or graduate school
• Production agriculture
• Pest control
• Apiculture
• Outreach education

Career possibilities for graduates with a B.S. 
degree in Entomology

Envision the possibilities!


